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already observed that tlie " Federalist" regards the
opinions of Montesquieu as of paramount authority,
and no opinion had more weight with its writers
than that which affirmed the essential separation of
the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial powers.
The distinction is so familiar to us, that we find it
hard to believe that even the different nature of the
Executive and Legislative powers was not recognised
till the fourteenth9 century; but it was not till the
eighteenth that the "Esprit des Lois" made the
analysis of the various powers of the State part of
the accepted political doctrine of the civilised world.
Yet, as Madison saw, Montesquieu was really writing
of England and contrasting it with France.

The Britishl Constitution was to Montesquieu what
Homer has been to the didactic writers on Epic poetry. As
the latter have considered the works of the immortal bard
the perfect model from which the principles and rules of the
epic art were to be drawn, and by which all similar works
were to be judged, so the great political critic appears to
have viewed the Constitution of England as the standard, or,
to use his own expression, as the mirror, of political liberty;
and to have delivered, in the form of elementary truths, the
several characteristic principles of that particular system.

The fact was that, in the middle of the eighteenth
century, it was quite impossible to say where the

9 It occurs in the Defensor Pads of the great Ghibelline
jurist, Marsilio da Padova (1327), with many other curious anti-
cipations of modern political ideas.
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